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the Aegean realm The Athens of Thrasyboulos and Konon
showed altered features, but, in a quick and most impressive
political recovery, it was concerned to re-create the great
traditions of the past; and, further, the events of this period
were closely and inevitably connected with those of the
last years of the war The many law-suits which arose out
of the events of 411 and 403 are one typical symptom of
this fact
If we turn from the political history of those seventy years
to literature and art, which best express the spirit of the age, we
have a similar, though somewhat different picture. Aischylos
died m 456-5 Sophokles had by then won several victories,
but his greatest plays were still to come. Euripides, in 455,
produced a play for the first time, so far as we know. Both
died in 406, and tragedy survived only m a weak and negligible
form In the spheres of both politics and tragedy, there is a
profound parallelism in development The deeper significance,
however, of these dates in the history of literature is brought
out by other facts Soon after 450 Protagoras, and, about the
same time, Anaxagoras, had come to Athens, and with them
philosophy invaded Athens J Penkles formed his circle of
friends m which a new spirit was incarnate. The sophists coined
a new type of thought, creed and speech, which, in the suc-
ceeding generation, developed into ethical radicalism. This
*age of enlightenment' created the great intellectual experience
which culminated in Sokrates Herodotos, who, about 450,
was occupied with his journeys and the writing of some of his
Logo*, was already influenced by the new spirit; Thucydides
was permeated by it Contemporary with the great war, and its
historian, he probably died a few years after 399, the year in
which Sokrates was put to death Sokrates himself represents
a turning-point. His pupils, each in his different way,
founded on his thought and life as well as on the work of the
sophists a new epoch in the development of the human mind
The parallelism in the development of architecture and art
is evident The building of the Parthenon began m 447, but
the work of preparing for it must have been going on for
several years. In 437 the Propylaea were begun. The Par-
thenon was almost finished in 432; the Propylaea remained a
1 J S Morrison dates Protagoras' first arrival in Athens between 460 and 454.,
but his reasons are not fully convincing (CL Q XXXV, 1941, 5)